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Reply to Office Action of August 26, 2004 

REMARKS 

In the Office Action, the Examiner reviewed claims 1-20 of the above- 
identified US Patent Application, with the result that claims 1-5, 7, 9, 10, and 12 were 
rejected under 35 USC §12, claims 6 and 1 1 were rejected under 35 USC §103, claims 
13-20 were allowed, and claim 8 (which depends from claim 1) was deemed to recite 
allowable subject matter. In response, Applicants have amended the claims as set forth 
above. More particularly: 

Dependent claim 8 has been canceled (without prejudice to Applicants) and 
its limitations incorporated into its parent claim 1 pursuant to the Examiner's conclusion 
that claim 8 recites allowable subject matter. As such, independent claim 1 and its 
remaining dependent claims 2-7 and 9-12 are believed to be allowable over the prior art 
of record. 

New independent claim 21 has been presented that is identical to claim 1 as 
filed except for incorporating the additional requirements that the activator is first 
dissolved in the solvent to form an activator solution, after which the particulate filler 
and particulate donor material are mixed with the activator solution to form the 
adhesive mixture. Support for this limitation can be found in Applicants' specification 
in the first two sentences of paragraph [0027]. 

New dependent claims 22-30 depend from new independent claim 21, and 
recite the same limitations as original claims 2-6 and 8-11 as filed. 
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Applicants believe that the above amendments do not present new matter. 
Favorable reconsideration and allowance of remaining claims 1-7 and 9-20 and new 
claims 21-30 are respectfully requested in view of the above amendments and the 
following remarks. 

Prior Art Rejections 

The Examiner rejected independent claim 1 and its dependent claims 2-7 and 
9-12 under 35 USC §102 or 103 in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,997,604 to Rafferty et al. 
(Rafferty), but deemed dependent claim 8 to recite allowable subject matter. As noted 
above, Applicants have amended independent claim 1 to incorporate all of the 
limitations of dependent claim 8. Applicants therefore respectfully request withdrawal 
of the rejections of claims 1-7 and 9-12 under 35 USC §102 and 103. 

New Claims 21-30 

New independent claim 2 1 requires the step of dissolving an activator in a 
solvent to form an activator solution, after which the particulate filler and particulate 
donor material are mixed with the activator solution to form the adhesive mixture. 

The Examiner cited Rafferty as teaching "a metalide coating system 15 
which comprises a paste binder in combination with powdered metal alloy, a halogen 
source as an activator which reacts with the metal of the meal alloy, and a filler." 
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Rafferty was further cited as teaching that the metalide coating system 15 can be in the 
form of a tape, slurry, or paste, "the binder may be in the form of a paste, which 
necessarily comprises some solvent," and "the particles of the metalide system 
(activator particles, filler particles, and metal alloy particles) are necessarily dissolved in 
the solvent used to form the paste." 

While Rafferty' s process might result in some activator particles being 
partially dissolved in the binder's solvent if the solvent is of a type capable of dissolving 
the activator particles, Applicants do not believe that the activator particles would be 
necessarily entirely dissolved in the binder solvent. In any event, nowhere does Rafferty 
teach or even suggest dissolving the activator particles to form a solution into which 
Rafferty 's powdered metal alloy, filler, and binder are mixed to form a tape, slurry, or 
paste. Instead, any solvent used by Rafferty is first required to be mixed with Rafferty' s 
binder to render the binder capable of adhering together the solid components of 
Rafferty' s tape, slurry, or paste. Therefore, Applicants believe that Rafferty does not 
anticipate or obviate new claims 21-30, and respectfully request their allowance. 

Closing 

In view of the above, Applicants believe that all rejections to their claims 
have been overcome, and that the claims define patentable novelty over all the 
references, alone or in combination, of record. It is therefore respectfully requested that 
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this patent application be given favorable reconsideration. 


Should the Examiner have any questions with respect to any matter now of 


record, Applicants' representative may be reached at (219) 462-4999. 


November 26, 2004 
Hartman & Hartman, P.C. 
Valparaiso, Indiana 46383 
TEL.: (219) 462^999 
FAX: (219) 464-1166 

Attachment: Fee Transmittal form 


Respectfully submitted, 


By 



DomenicaN.S. Hartman 


Reg. No. 32,701 
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